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arable fields nearest the village lay the meadows,, common pas-
tures, and waste. The meadows provided hay, the pastures
grazing for live stock in common, while the wastes provided
fern, heather for litter, bedding, or thatching, timber for
fencing, &c.

In England the decay of the manorial system as it had existed
in the Middle Ages was already far advanced. 'As early as the
end of the twelfth century landlords had begun to withdraw
their demesne land from the village farm, to consolidate, enclose,
and cultivate them in separate ownership/1 The enclosure
movement during the latter half of the fifteenth century, and
between then and 1760, had been more or less continuous,
reaching its height during the period of the Tudor kings, with
the result that at the beginning of the eighteenth century hardly
half the arable land remained cultivated in the open-field
system.

In the unenclosed English village, where it still remained, each
of the three arable fields was divided into a number of 'shots',
'furlongs', or 'flats5 separated by balks, and these in turn were
subdivided into strips with different occupiers, some of whom
occupied several, some a few. In order that no occupier should
find all his land fallow in the same year, it was usual for each to
have one or more strips in each of the arable fields. The strips
were cultivated on a uniform system by agreement, and after
harvest were thrown open to pasturage. Common meadow land
was divided up by lot and distributed amongst the owners of
strips, until the hay had been carried, when the meadow, like
the arable land, was thrown open for pasture. The common
waste, also used to some extent for pasture, was open all the
year round.

The village community was made up as follows: Firstly there
was the lord of the manor; after the lord came the freeholders,
both large and small, both classes constituting the 'yeomanry',
next came the copyholders, then the tenant farmers holding the
land by various forms of tenure, and finally cottagers, squatters,
and farm servants. The agriculture of the village was conducted

1 Ernie, English Farming Past and Present.